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MEETING 6 MAY 2011
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The group has been reformed to look at the WBP Structure and processes in the light of changes occurring to key policy drivers. The group will ensure that the Wales responds to, and delivers on the new Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) Strategic Plan (2011-2020) and the new EU Biodiversity Strategy using the full range of policy tools and mechanisms (including the Natural Environment Framework and through the functions of any future environment body). The group will also support delivery of NAW Sustainability Committee biodiversity recommendations that were accepted by the previous Minister Jane Davidson.


The group agreed that:

· the priority of the group is to review the whole Wales Biodiversity Framework and submit a draft to a future WBP Steering Group (WBP SG) meeting. 

· the wider WBP partnership focus should remain on biodiversity. There are other groups and partnerships in Wales representing other areas of expertise. A high level group should be responsible for bringing areas of expertise together to inform policy development and implementation. WBP should provide representatives for this group.

· the terms of reference for the groups within the WBP wider partnership could not be reviewed until there was better understanding what form future environmental delivery mechanisms would take. 
The group will make recommendations to the NEF joint steering group on embedding the Wales Biodiversity Framework within future Environmental and other policies and delivery mechainisms. This is essential if Wales is to meet International, European and Welsh Biodiversity targets and recommendations. 

It is important to ensure communications on the work of this group is part of the on-going work. It was noted that good communications will be key to the success of this work in furthering biodiversity protection, enhancement and restoration. A programme of action will be developed at a later stage. In the meantime a paper to note will submitted to WBP SG in July, an e-mail will be sent out to let others in the WBP wider partnership/NEF workstreams know what the group is tasked with, and the group will contribute to the WBP Conference in September.

Actions from the meeting

1. JK to invite LBAP rep from North Wales. Gareth Ellis to represent South and NPAs

2. MD to continue to represent ALGE

3. AE to work with Tracey Lovering, Sean McHugh and LBAP subgroup to investigate the future role of the LBAP partnerships in delivering Biodiversity within the new policy context.

4. AE to speak to Sean McHugh about ensuring entire conference is Biodiversity focussed not NEF focussed

5. JS to talk to Pete Jones about the need for more regular Wetland Group meetings and the Priority Mapping Exercise

6. Group felt that the checklists need updating but are the responsibility of the Steering Group not this group. JK to inform DR

7. JK to circulate the link the recommendations and WAG response from the Inquiry into Biodiversity Loss

8. JK to send the table she produced last year on categorising Policy Issues to DR.

9. DR to ask Julia Williams (Marine Policy) to discuss with AC the relationship between the Marine Evidence Group and Marine Ecosystem Group

10. DR to ensure all the NEF Workstreams and Statutory Agencies are aware of the commitment to the Biodiversity Framework within NEF
11. AE to ask WBP Support team to develop support pack for informing local decisions under  NEF following output from LBAP sub-group

12. JK circulate surveillance and monitoring protocols and data sharing charter.

13. NA-L to check that the Section 42 list is correct on WAG website

14. JK to draw-up and circulate DRAFT ToR and timetable for Future of BAP Group. To agree these with DR.

15. ALL review Biodiversity Framework Sections 1,2 and 3 by 31st May. Comments to JK.

16. ALL to look at section 7 and for each WBP Group (they work with) comment on a) what works at present b) what needs improving c) how this can be achieved. Send to AE by 31st May

17. ALL (MVv, JS, JK, SB) those who work on NEF Workstreams to ensure Workstream chairs are aware of this review

18. JS to circulate information on the proposed work of the Future of BAP Group once ToRs are available

CBD Strategic Plan


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cbd.int/decision/cop/?id=12268" ��http://www.cbd.int/decision/cop/?id=12268�   (Scroll down)


EU Biodiversity Strategy


� HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/biodiversity/comm2006/2020.htm" ��http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/biodiversity/comm2006/2020.htm� 


Sustainability Committee Report


http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-third-assembly/bus-guide-docs-pub/bus-business-documents/bus-business-documents-doc-laid.htm?act=dis&id=208859&ds=1/2011 


Ministerial response


http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-third-assembly/bus-guide-docs-pub/bus-business-documents/bus-business-documents-doc-laid.htm?act=dis&id=212786&ds=3/2011


Living Wales Website


� HYPERLINK "http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/eshlivingwalescons/?lang=en" ��http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/eshlivingwalescons/?lang=en� 








