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Minutes Wales Biodiversity Partnership Steering Group Meeting WBPSG15 10th November 2011, Glyndwr University, Wrexham
Attendees

	Name
	Organisation

	Diana Reynolds
	Welsh Government (Chair)

	Alys Edwards
	Wales Biodiversity Partnership Support Team

	Sean McHugh
	Wales Biodiversity Partnership Support Team

	Trevor Dines
	Plantlife Cymru

	Roy Tapping
	Cofnod/ LRCs Wales

	Anne Butler
	North Wales LBAPs

	Sinead Lynch
	South Wales LBAPs

	Sean Christian
	RSPB/Wales Environment Link

	Dusi Thomas
	Dŵr  Cymru/ Welsh Water

	Nigel Ajax-Lewis
	Wildlife Trusts Wales

	Helen Wilkinson
	Countryside Council for Wales (CCW)

	David Jenkins
	Coed Cymru

	Nick Bialynicki-Birula
	Environment Agency Wales

	Jon Hudson
	Countryside Council for Wales (CCW)

	Gary Roberts
	British Dragonfly Society

	Michele van-Velzen
	Forestry Commission Wales


Apologies

	Name
	Organisation

	Lynda Warren
	Wales Coastal and Maritime Partnership (WCMP)

	Karyn Pittick-Jones
	Welsh Government

	Cliff Benson
	Sea Trust

	Helen Buckingham
	National Trust

	Emyr Williams
	National Parks

	Graham Oliver
	National Museum Wales

	Sarah Slater
	Flintshire Council/ North Wales LBAPs

	Colin Russell
	West Wales Biodiversity Information Centre (WWBIC)

	Deb Hill
	WLGA/ City and County of Swansea

	Shaun Russell
	Wales Environment Research Hub (WERH)

	Tom Jones
	Cymdeithas Edward Llwyd.

	Keith Vincent
	Law Commission

	Cllr Robin Woodyatt
	Welsh Local Government Association (WLGA)

	David Bullock
	National Trust

	Mike Bruford
	Cardiff University

	Glenda Thomas
	Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group (FWAG)

	Claire Install
	British Dragonfly Society

	Graeme Hayes
	Swansea University


1. Welcome and Introductions 
Diana Reynolds chaired the meeting and welcomed attendees and thanked them for their continuing work supporting the partnership. The group was informed that there would be a change in approach to the minutes for this meeting, with a focus on key decision points and actions. Feedback on this new approach is welcome at the next meeting in February.

2. Paper 01: Wales Environmental Information Steering Group (WEISG): Progress and Next Steps, Helen Wilkinson

Helen introduced the paper and informed the group that the Data Sharing Charter (DSC), approved by WBP in February 2011, had been adopted by several members of the Steering Group, including Welsh Government (WG), Countryside Council for Wales (CCW), Wales Environment Research Hub (WERH), West Wales Biodiversity Information Centre (WWBIC). It is recognised that the Charter represents an aspirational overview; a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) and sector-specific information for wider WBP is advisable to underpin the Charter and facilitate sign up, particularly with the remaining LRC’s. The group agreed that adopting cross-sector case studies to work up procedures will be helpful to progress this work, and will ensure buy in from relevant parties. 

Decision Point A: new way of working for WEISG (annual meeting and more
frequent updates on project progress during the year) was agreed by the group.

Decision Point B: The six priorities identified for the coming year were endorsed with the amendments identified below; 
Priority 3 to read ‘Resolve constraints to data supply from WBP members to LRCs
Priority 5:  to read ‘Collate details of signatories to the data sharing charter working sector by sector and develop details of MoA through work with 4 key partners of WEISG’.

ACTION 1. Trevor Dines to ensure that Plantlife s42 site inventories are fed into both the NEF GIS work stream and the WBP Priority Mapping work, through CCW.
ACTION 2. Helen Wilkinson to seek four partners from WBP (academic/NGOs/Public Sector) in order to pilot approach and feedback to SG17 in July.
ACTION 3. Helen Wilkinson to ensure that SINC data is included as part of this work.
ACTION 4. Helen Wilkinson to ensure pan-Wales agreement MoA will bear in mind sensitive features list.
ACTION 5. Helen Wilkinson to submit data sensitivities list to next SG meeting for consideration.
ACTION 6. Roy Tapping to bring a paper on Wales’s model of volunteer recorder data sets supplied to LRCs to SG16.
3. Paper 02: Complexity of Biological Data Flow and the Recognition of Volunteer Recorder Effort, Local Records Centres Wales.
Roy Tapping introduced the paper to attendees, informing the group that across LRCs in Wales 60-70% of data originates from volunteer recorders. The vital contribution of volunteer effort to biodiversity recording in Wales, and the need for this contribution to be recognised and supported by Government was brought to the attention of the group as was the complexity of data flows between the different bodies was highlighted and it was acknowledged that a one stop may not be appropriate in all circumstances.

Decision Point C: Support for volunteer recorder effort in Wales to be included as a key work area next year and fed into the design of the Single Environment Body (SEB) (with a focus on how this body relates to the third sector)

Decision Point D: Attendees agreed that there was a need to ensure that data generated by volunteers are used to support decision making.
Decision Point E: WBP SG members agreed to advocate adoption of the Wales Environmental Data Sharing Charter and work with LRCs to ensure practical solutions are implemented to improve data flow
Decision Point F: Attendees agreed to support where possible the development and adoption of technological solutions to ease the complexity of data flow.
ACTION 7. Roy Tapping to share paper on complexities of biological data flow and recognition of volunteer effort, with James Skates and David Allen.
ACTION 8. Sean McHugh to raise issue of volunteer recorders and recording schemes with NEF communications and engagement work stream.

ACTION 9. Trevor Dines to provide paper on JNCC funding to address gaps in botanical recording and change in survey approach, with a focus on how this could map across to other sectors, highlighting links with CCW work. 
ACTION 10. Helen Wilkinson to ensure that discussion around technical solutions (buy once for Wales- technical availability) is fed into SEB discussions. 
ACTION 11. NEF and NCB team to engage tertiary education, economic renewal in WG in order to develop the above approach and support taxonomic group recording.
ACTION 12. Diana to identify relevant SEB contact in order to discuss relationship with third sector bodies to ensure process put in place to support volunteer recording are as simple and supportive as possible.
ACTION 13. Dusi Thomas to share southwest Water LRC work with Roy Tapping
ACTION 14. ALL to consider evidence gaps to support the work of the WBP Wales-level groups with academics in Wales and suggest any projects to the relevant WBP group, in order to inform this work.
ACTION 15. Roy Tapping to provide links to German and French work to adopt publicly funded biodiversity recording 
4. Taxonomic Presentation: Southern Damselfly, Gary Roberts: British Dragonfly Society
The talk focused on the southern damselfly, a Red data book and European protected species and its particular habitat requirements (streams, ponds & flushes with heavy grazing of associated grassland/heathland). Wales is a stronghold for the southern Damselfly with the Preseli Hills (Pembrokeshire) particularly important; Gower and Anglesey also hold smaller populations
ACTION 16. Gary Roberts/Claire Install (BDS) to contact Becky Good (Millions Ponds Project) to discuss potential funding. 
ACTION 17. Trevor Dines and Gary Roberts to discuss potential Plantlife funding of digger works for pond creation.
ACTION 18. Diana Reynolds to provide contact details for possible source of historic environmental literature in the local area. See: http://www.llennatur.com/en.
ACTION 19. Claire Install/Jon Hudson to discuss with PONT innovative approaches to grazing issues

ACTION 20. Dusi Thomas to contact Gary Roberts/Claire Install to discuss water catchment issues in the area.
ACTION 21. Gary Roberts and Jon Hudson to discuss WBP taxonomic funds allocation with Sean McHugh.
5. Paper 03: Living Wales, the Natural Environment Framework – Core Narrative 

                                    Diana Reynolds, Welsh Government 
Diana provided an overview of the paper and updated attendees on the progress of the Natural Environment Framework (NEF), which will be a core driver delivering Sustainable Development in Wales. The NEF Green Paper is currently with the Minister and will be shared with the NEF and Single Environment Body (SEB) reference group, who meet on 23rd November 2011. The 12 principles of the CBD Ecosystem Approach will be central to the approach taken in Wales.
The Green Paper will be launched on January 30th 2012 and the consultation will run for 4 months. A Welsh Government response to the consultation will be produced by September 2012. Assuming responses to the Green Paper are positive, a White Paper and Bill will be expected 2014-15. It is expected that six pilot projects will be run across Wales to deliver multiple benefits for all parties, starting in spring 2012. Diana confirmed that the WBP and LBAP structure would continue under NEF and WBP would be key in ensuring biodiversity was integrated throughout the development of the NEF and SEB. Diana also confirmed that Environment Wales Biodiversity Grants would remain for 2012/13 and it is hoped that the existing level of funding would be retained if possible. (£140k for 2011/12). The criteria for the grants will be reviewed and will no longer require input from WBP Wales-level groups, but will instead be informed through the WBP priority mapping initiative. 

Defra have recently developed guidelines for biodiversity in a changing climate: www.ukbap.org.uk/Library/BRIG/CBCCGuidance.pdf.   this work has been considered by the Climate Change Commission and the NEF Programme Board, with a recommendation to adopt as core guidelines for NEF. Similar guidelines for water and soils would be useful in this respect.

ACTION 22. ALL to engage with the Green Paper consultation once it is launched in January 2012.
ACTION 23. Diana Reynolds to extend invitation to Matthew Quinn to attend SG16 meeting in February. 
ACTION 24. Diana Reynolds to remove reference to ‘new’ in biodiversity targets from core narrative. 
ACTION 25. ALL to send any comments on communications pack by cop on Monday 21 November 2011. Comments to be sent to Hayley James (Hayley.James@Wales.GSI.Gov.UK) cc’ing in Diana 
ACTION 26. ALL group Chairs to arrange a meeting with SEED representatives on their respective group, to discuss work plans and re-energising of groups (Tracey Lovering to communicate this work to Chairs.)
ACTION 27. Steve Spode/Diana Reynolds to provide paper to SG16 in February, outlining mechanism for SEED staff engagement with WBP Wales-level groups.
ACTION 28. ALL to feed any recommendations on the Environment Wales biodiversity grants process for 2012/13 to Julia Korn j.korn@ccw.gov.uk       

ACTION 29. WBP support team to support development of potential funding bids from smaller LBAP organisations.
ACTION 30. ALL to consider Defra guidance and suitability for adoption as NEF guidelines. Any comments should be sent to Diana Reynolds, Diana.Reynolds@Wales.GSI.Gov.UK   
6. Papers to Note
Paper to Note A: Wildlife Crime Update
Decision Point G: The group considered the paper and agreed with the new format of the report. Cases prosecuted in Wales will continue to be summarised in the regular Paper to Note, sanitised incident spreadsheets can be supplied on request and UK cases can be viewed on the RSPB publication Legal Eagle http://www.rspb.org.uk/community/ourwork/b/investigations/archive/2011/07/13/legal-eagle-65.aspx
ACTION 31. ALL to encourage attendance at the Wildlife and Environmental Crime Conference on Wednesday 23rd November 2011 

Paper to Note B: Local Authority and National Park Biodiversity Officer Group Actions
Decision Point H: The group welcomed the paper and endorsed the work of the LBAPs in Wales. The benefit of the paper in communicating the wide ranging work of the Local Authority and National Park Biodiversity Officers to a wider audience was appreciated, and it was suggested that this be useful in communicating work internally to local authorities in Wales. 
ACTION 32. SEED team to circulate next LBAP paper (SG17) to appropriate audience within WG.

ACTION 33. LBAP representatives to add in services list column when circulating for input to next paper(Summer 2012), summarising work under Ecosystem Service headings e.g. provisioning, regulating, cultural services etc, thereby communicating messages back to Welsh Government and the NEF team. 
Paper to Note C: Natur Cymru Update
Decision Point I: The group noted the paper and welcomed suggestions for future articles.
ACTION 34. ALL to note and encourage engagement with Natur Cymru’s 4th nature writing competition, Closing date for which is 31st March 2012. Full details at http://www.inspired-by-nature.org.uk/ 
ACTION 35. ALL to send suggestions for articles or stories to Huw Jenkins (huw.naturcymru@btinternet.com) or the Natur Cymru Team.

ACTION 36. Rob Griffiths to circulate Welsh Government actions to be completed by Natur Cymru to Steering Group members.
Paper to Note D: Law Commission Review of Wildlife Management Law
Decision Point I: Attendees acknowledged the consultation on wildlife management law, which is due to be launched in summer 2012 and are encouraged to attend the advisory group event, which will take place in Wales in February, prior to release of the consultation. 

ACTION 37. ALL to respond to the wildlife management law consultation, once available.
ACTION 38. WBP Support Team to circulate details of February event to WBP members when available

Paper to Note E: Engaging Biodiversity Action Plan partnerships in opportunities to develop social enterprises
Decision Point J: The group welcomed the paper and endorsed the work of the Welsh Government Social Enterprise Unit, in seeking to engage with LBAPs in Wales to establish local social enterprises that could deliver biodiversity action alongside economic or social outcomes across Wales.    

ACTION 39. Diana to provide Karyn Pittick-Jones with LBAP representative contact details so that they can discuss attendance at regional meetings. 

ACTION 40. LBAP representatives to raise opportunities for social enterprise as an issue at next regional meeting and, if appropriate, invite Karyn Pittick-Jones to attend next regional meetings and discuss. 
Paper to Note F: Local Record Centre data capture using mobile technologies
Decision Point K:  The group noted that WWBIC would welcome approaches by interested members who wish for further information or wish to work with WWBIC to develop applications in relation to mobile data capture technologies.
ACTION 41. ALL interested in working with WWBIC to develop the applications, or requiring further information, to contact Colin Russell to discuss (colin@westwalesbiodiversity.org.uk)
Paper to Note G: Torfaen Biodiversity Management Systems Project

Decision Point L: The group welcomed the paper and was supportive of the concept outlined. It was noted that if timings were agreeable a main paper on progress of the project should be submitted to a future Steering Group meeting. .
ACTION 42. Alys Edwards to invite Russell Cryer and Craig Mitchell to attend a future Steering Group meeting and present (if possible). 
ACTION 43. Craig Mitchell to review Torfaen BMS and investigate potential mechanisms for sharing/adopting of this or other emerging best practice across authorities.

Paper to Note H: Changes to Bryophyte S42 List
Decision Point M: The group noted the paper and confirmed they were happy to accept the proposed changes. Suggested changes will be combined with previous amendments and updated on the WG and WBP website. 

ACTION 44. Rob Griffiths to amend s42 list with proposed changes and communicate changes internally to WG colleagues.
ACTION 45. Sean McHugh to email WBP Members to inform them of updates to the current list.
ACTION 46. Trevor Dines to circulate details of the launch event for A Bryophyte Red Data List for Wales (Bosanquet & Dines, 2011), to be held in the National Museum of Wales, Cardiff. 
7. Issues from LBAPs.

Sinead Lynch updated the group on the SINC data sub-group which has been established following a previous paper to WBP SG14. An initial meeting of the group has been held to discuss data gaps, inconsistencies and potential use of data. An update will be provided to the Steering Group on further progress at a later date. 
8. Feedback from WCMP – postponed until February Meeting as they are meeting next week
9. Feedback from Standing Committee
Diana suggested that the ‘Feedback from Standing Committee’ agenda item might  be changed in title to ‘four countries update’ to enable more frequent updates. 
ACTION 47. Diana Reynolds and Steve Jackson to offer assistance at the UK level with re-invigoration of BAP or replacement process.

10.  Minutes and Actions From SG14
The minutes from the SG14 meeting were accepted as a true record of the meeting. Two actions remain outstanding and these will be followed up before the February meeting.  These will be carried forward as follows:

ACTION 48. Tracey Lovering and Glenda Thomas to explore the possibility of WBP running a series of events around communication with landowners

ACTION 49. Rob Griffiths to put Russel Hobson in contact with WG land agents to discuss increased access to Welsh Government land. 
Updates were provided on some actions:

Previous actions 28+29 – It was noted that there had been no responses to the Welsh Government Economic Renewal Programme (ERP) Energy, Environment, Ecosystem services sector request for organisations that might benefit from support as part of this sector and/or spatially targeted beneficial actions that could provide outcomes for nature and the economy. Anyone interested in involvement with the ERP should contact a member of the WBP Support Team.

ACTION 50. Gwenllian Roberts (WG) will arrange for a paper to be provided on the energy, environment and ecosystem services sector mapping for SG17 in July 2012

Previous actions 32-34- pre-consultation close date for information around SD indicator for planning was missed but information was fed in though discussions with colleagues.   
The Welsh Government is now consulting on a strategic monitoring framework to measure the contribution the planning system makes to our vision of a sustainable Wales. ‘A strategic monitoring framework for the planning system: Measuring progress towards a sustainable Wales’ is open from the 04 November 2011 until the 27 January 2012.

ACTION 51. ALL to respond to the SD indicator for planning consultation
11. AOB

ACTION 52. Sean McHugh to contact Graham Oliver and request s42 information sheets be added to the Museum and WBP website.
ACTION 53. Michele van-Velzen to prepare a paper to note on FCW Strategic Review of Forest Peat Resource, for SG16 in February 2012.
ACTION 54. Michele van-Velzen to lead workshop session at future SG meeting around local authorities woodland creation. Alys to add to agenda as main session for SG16 or SG17, ensuring Woodland Trust and Coed Cymru are invited.
ACTION 55. WBP Support Team to circulate details of Dwr Cymru’s Water Resource Management Plan Consultation in Actions for All, which is out is currently out for consultation for a 12 week period, from the 31st October 2011 – 21st  January 2012 http://www.dwrcymru.com/en/Environment/Water-Resources/Water-Resource-Management-Plan.aspx 
ACTION 56. Rob Griffiths to investigate opportunities for accessing carrier bag funds for national or regional biodiversity projects in Wales. 
ACTION 57. Following on form the SURF-nature seminar on 3rd November, Nick Birula to draft initial paper outlining mechanisms for WEFO engagement and circulate to WBP for comment.
ACTION 58. ALL to endorse the need for Wales European Funding Office to include bid to Europe for biodiversity grant stream. 
Visit Wales (VW) is currently working with members of the Sustainable Tourism Forum (STF) and wider partners to further develop and improve the information provision and content around wildlife tourism on the VW consumer website. As part of this process the ‘top ten’ places for wildlife in Wales are being selected. The process is open to anyone wishing to nominate a site.

ACTION 59. WBP Support Team to circulate details of Visit Wales competition with Actions for All.

The Plas Tan y Bwlch course 'Reducing Risks – Ecosystems, Land-Use and Human Well-being', is being run from 6—8 February 2012. The aim of the event is to examine the importance of ecosystems and the services they provide to the economy and to society, and to empower participants with the confidence to inform decision-making that maximises biodiversity and ecosystem benefits, while efficiently delivering their own priorities.
ACTION 60. WBP Support Team to circulate details of the Plas Tan y Bwlch course with the Actions for All.

ACTION 61. ALL to encourage attendance at local authorities Tam y Bwlch course amongst relevant people in their organisation.

12. Date of Next Meeting:

SG16:  21st February 2012, South Wales, Newport Civic Centre, Newport

SG17: 10th July 2012, Welsh Government Offices, Aberystwyth. 

Diana thanked everyone for attending and for their hard work between steering group meetings and closed the meeting.
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