Minutes of the 10th WBAP Freshwater Meeting

Held at Ladywell House, Newtown at 10.30am on Thursday 7th March 2013
Present:
Tristan Hatton-Ellis (THE) Countryside Council for Wales (CCW)
Huw Jones (HJ) Environment Agency Wales (EAW) 
Janet Buckles (JB) EAW
Anna Bransdon (AB) Pond Conservation

Dai Roberts (DR)
Helen Cariss (HC)
Emma Guy (EG)
Apologies:
Adrian Lloyd Jones (ALlJ)
Robin Woodyatt
Steve Ormerod 

Stuart Moodie

Dusi Thomas (DT)
1. 
Welcome and Introductions
2.
Minutes of last meeting
A LlJ has circulated the minutes for the INNS Conference 2012.
Priority Habitat maps not yet created.
Hydropower paper still to be circulated by THE.
All actions re. Welsh Water Assets completed by DT.
3.
Natural Resources Wales (NRW)
Remit of the three organisations is:
Land/water/air

Regulatory
Management

Monitoring

Commercial (FCW)

· Probably few changes at first.

· Representation on Freshwater Ecosytems Group will remain the same for now, but need more external input from outside statutory bodies eg. Rivers Trusts. LBAP Representative has not been replaced, but EG will feed back to LBAPs.
· There is a lack of information re. NRW on Biodiversity Partners website

· Proposed regional division has been circulated, with three areas in the South and two in the North.  Sub-divisions will not be based on catchments.
· A directory of national services will be available, eg.rod licences will be contracted out to the Environment Agency until contract with Post Office expires in two years time.

· Cross border complications may occur eg. anglers may need separate rod licences for England and Wales.

· There may be a strong ecosystem services focus, possibly abandoning species conservation.  This could lead to concern re. species outside protected sites.

· New role may be local mapping of ecosystem services.

· Policy advice will come from Welsh Government.

4.
Ecosystem Chairs Meeting (HJ)
Topics discussed included:

· Terms of Reference

· Invasive non-native species

· Integration at Great Britain (GB) level

· Process of feeding GB strategy into Wales using Northern Ireland as an example.

· Process by which Wales ecosystem groups feed to Biodiversity strategy and European Union expectation.

· Biodiversity delivery in Wales

· Role for ecosystem groups and feed to biostat board

· Natural resources policy forum

Notes from general discussion:

· Welsh Government will take on responsibility for grant awarding function of Countryside Council for Wales.
· EDRF fund will be available this year, but on 2 million basis with 2 year window.

· Need to produce evidence of gaps in research.  Academics workshop asked for more exploration of problems and what needs doing.

· Work programme for 2013/2014: priority areas to be drafted under AOB.
· An INNS stakeholder forum will be held in May, contents not yet decided.
· Welsh Government Environmental Bill may require new SSSIs to focus on ecosystem services.  May need to change management of existing SSSIs and include landscape management for some small but valuable undesignated habitats.

Actions:
 JB to circulate spreadsheet of projects and forms to go on website.  Please return to Tristan & Janet.

HJ to send Tracey Lovering’s e-mail re. membership details to Janet for update and circulation.
HJ to circulate presentation on Wales Ecosystem Approach.

5.
Ecosystem Resilience Fund
· This will be available again this year with twice the amount of funding.

·  Grants will be for two years, allowing more scope for innovation and overcoming problems e.g. for surveys and river work where time limitations apply.
· The fund will be open soon, but the window for application will be short. ‘On the shelf’ projects will have an advantage.

· CCW have tried to make the procedure more structured, but clearer guidance should be available.
· Criteria and amounts available will be similar to last year i.e. 10K-20K.

· Risks involved in land purchase are likely to be considered too high.

· Links to research projects are likely to add value to applications.

· Three FEG linked projects funded last year i.e. Pond Conservation, Severn Rivers Trust, Wye & Usk Foundation.  These are currently underway.

6. Terms of Reference
Ecosytem groups don’t have resources to deliver strategies, this is the role of current CCW. FCW, EAW i.e. Natural Resources Wales after April 1 2013.
7. WEL Valuing Our Freshwaters report
· Report is comprehensive but lack of notification meant that it was lacking in support.

· Main focus on rivers.

· Services of FEG have been offered for future publications via Russell Hobbs.

· Suggestion that Pond Conservation should join the link (THE).

· Sponsored by Dafydd Ellis Thomas, helps to steer policy and brief policy issues report.

· Public document available on website.

Action: JB to e-mail Sean Mc Hugh to put link for this document on FEG part of website.

8.
EAW Review of Hydropower Consultation
· A consultation is currently underway on the guidelines for high head hydropower schemes. The NRW will take into account the views of stakeholders, and a final decision will be made by the NRW board.

· Generous tariffs are available.

· Funds are available to alleviate obstructions to fish migration.
· Group has concerns about construction of impassable weirs.

· CCW will respond to documents.

9.
Update on Invasive Non-Native Species (INNS)
· LIFE bid Pathways project includes mitten crabs, but won’t get funded by LIFE. May get match funding from another source.

· List of aquatic plants to be banned from next year will be available shortly.

10. 
AOB
10.1 
Matters arising in 2:

· ESI is being used on a trial basis in Wales. Measures siltation and has sensitivity index for various taxa.  Simon Evans has concerns re. sediment on Wye & Usk and could be copied in.  Agriculture seems to be main source, which might be addressed through agri-environment schemes.

· Dikerogammerus villosus: There is a general lack of awareness of issues with this species, especially amongst anglers.  Few anglers have seen the Wet & Dry leaflet, which seems to be aimed mainly at canoeists.

· Welsh Water will distribute a list of pollution incidents and a bi-monthly pollution index, and have appointed a Pollution Manager (DR). Better communication between Welsh Water and EAW would be advantageous.
10.2 
Priorities for next year:
· Need guidance for EDRF fund bids (staff costs, monitoring).

· Widen scope of meeting by inviting broader range of individuals. It may help attendance to hold the meeting in Cardiff.
· Need to provide more information on what group does.

· Developing link on Wales Bioport, monitoring guidance, choose relevant items from those available.

Actions:
THE to consult Julia re.EDRF funding.

THE to organise maps
10.3 
Update from Pond Conservation
· Looking at promoting water-friendly farming in Wales.
· Possible development of freshwater projects in National Parks, engaging landowners and community education.

· Considering changing focus to freshwater and changing name to Freshwater Conservation.

· Llangors is a high priority site in a SAC, but has water quality problems.  May need project officer to co-ordinate, and Heritage Lottery fund bid for project.
· Tool kit sheets have been translated in to Welsh and can be found on the main tool kit website.

· EG asked for list of NGRs for priority ponds for reviewing BAPs, along with reasons for priority status eg. species list.

· AB is leaving post and won’t be replaced.  Pond Conservation would like to continue to have representation on Wales but the situation is uncertain at present.

Actions:

AB to copy list of NGRs and reasons for priority to Hugh McHugh.
JB to change Pond Conservation rep. to Jeremy Biggs or Pascal Nicolet.
10.4 
Sedge Flies
Contact DR to be put in touch with Stuart Cross and National Recorder Ian Wallace, who will supply sample tubes for recording project.

Action:

DR to send information to JB for circulation to group and to Cofnod.

10.5 
Lakes Monitoring Report
This is now available and contains data on plants and chemistry for 25 upland lakes.  Electronic copies will be available shortly.

Action: THE to forward copy to JB for circulation.

10.6 
Article 17 Reporting

· Part of Habitats Directive 6 yearly report.  Annexe 2/3/5 species, includes fish.
· Three main parameters are:

· Range

· Population/area

· Habitat/species

· Consultation involving Scottish Natural Heritage, Natural England & Northern Ireland Environment  Agency is due and should finish mid-May.

10.7
 Forest Water Guidance Update
Forestry Commission Wales have consulted CCW and gained a supportive response.  
11.
 Date of next meeting:
Action: JB to set up meetomatic to arrange a date in the first two weeks of July and book a room in Tŷ Cambria in Cardiff.
