Actions - Marine Ecosystem Group meeting 4 
27th June 2011
WG offices, Aberystwyth
Present:

Diana Reynolds (WG)

Kate Collins (Environment Agency)
Aethne Cooke (CCW – technical secretariat)

Blaise Bullimore (Chair, Carmarthen Bay & Estuaries EMS)

Gill Bell (Marine Conservation Society)

Kirsty Lindenbaum (CCW)

Martyn Evans (Monmouthshire CC)

Julia Williams (WG)

John Clark (RSPB)

Richard Unsworth (Glamorgan University)

Judith Oakley (City & County of Swansea / Swansea Metropolitan University/ LBAP rep)

Apologies:

Alison Hargraves (Pen Llŷn a’r Sarnau SAC)
Geoffrey Hobbs (Bridgend County Borough Council)

Shelagh Malham (Bangor University)

Mick Green (Ecology Matters)
Louise George (WG)
Rhian Jenkins (Swansea Metropolitan University)
Cliff Benson (Sea Trust)
Jan Hiddink (Bangor University)
1. It was acknowledged that the Marine Ecosystem Group (MEG) as currently constituted is not getting sufficient engagement by the public sector, in particular key branches of the Welsh Govenment. As a result, the effectiveness of the group is compromised. The majority of the meeting centred round the future of the MEG, particularly in the areas of increased buy-in and legal / policy contexts and drivers. Association with the Wales Coastal Maritime Partnership was identified as a possible way forward.
In the meantime, the MEG still has a function as a source of advice to LBAPS in Wales to fulfil. 
2. The Marine Strategy Framework Direction (http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2008:164:0019:0040:EN:PDF), as well as the NEF, will be the main driving policy for marine biodiversity issues in Wales 
.
	Actions
	Who
	Progress

	1 
	Circulate terms of reference of the Wales Coastal Maritime Partnership (WCMP)
	AC
	Attached. Also see http://www.walescoastalpartnership.org.uk/ for more information on WCMP

	2
	Members of the group are to discuss within their parent organisations/bodies/groups, the future role their organisation sees for the Marine Ecosystem Group and provide responses to Aethne Cooke as soon as possible, but by 2.9.11 at the latest. 
This is to include (but is not restricted to):

· the 3 (maximum) strategic areas of work that any future Marine Ecosystem Group(s) should most focus on, within the context of fulfilling Wales’ responsibility to international, EU and national biodiversity responsibilities. 
· to identify where they consider the focus of the Marine Ecosystem Group should lie with respect to .the marine component of the Section 42 list and wider marine biodiversity issues.
· how they propose to maximise ‘buy-in’ to the group from within and across their own organisation/ bodies/groups.

· The form that the MEG should take. This includes whether to affiliate with an already established WG group such as the Wales Coastal Maritime Partnership, maintain the status quo or propose some other option. 


	All
	

	3
	Provide examples (from Wales, UK or elsewhere) to Diana Reynolds on the contribution of supporting ecosystem services (not goods) the marine environment provides to the economy. 
	KL
	


� Note added by BB following meeting.  It is difficult to see any conflict in the biodiversity context between the drivers of the MFSD and the NEF.  The recitals of the MFSD make clear its overarching “ultimate aim of maintaining biodiversity” (recital 3) and the adoption of the precautionary principle (recitals 12 & 44).  Several recitals also make very clear the relative precedence between environmental and socio-economic goals; eg recital 8: “,,, applying an ecosystem-based approach to the management of human activities while enabling a sustainable use of marine goods and services, priority should be given to achieving or maintaining good environmental status in the Community’s marine environment, to continuing its protection and preservation, and to preventing subsequent deterioration” and recital 9: “… this framework should contribute to coherence between different policies and foster the integration of environmental concerns into other policies, such as the Common Fisheries Policy, the Common Agricultural Policy and other relevant Community policies.” 





