Minutes of the Wales Urban Ecosystem Group meeting

10 September 2012 from 10.30 to 13.30
 via video conference at CCW Offices Bangor and Cardiff Bay
Present: Bangor: Pete Frost (Chair) (PF), David Thorpe (DT), Jan Sherry (JS), Liz Howe (LH), Steve Chambers (SB), Emily Meilleur (EM), Dafydd Fryer (DF) 
Cardiff:  Clare Dinham (CD),) Becky Sharp (RS), Nigel Ajax Lewis (NAL), Sorrel Jones (SJ)
Apologies: , Margaret Underwood, Steve Williams,  Lorraine Frater, 
	Item
	Title
	 Activity
	Action number

	1
	Introductions and Welcome


	Dafydd Fryer was welcomed as a representative of the Forestry Commission
	

	2
	Apologies and submissions for AOB
	AOB items were accepted on:
Green Roofs

WBP web pages
	

	11
	Review of membership
	This item was brought forward. CD was confirmed as the Buglife representative to this group and welcomed to the meeting.

The group discussed inviting a member from the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historic Monuments of Wales.  It was agreed to attempt to find someone who could act as corresponding member, and attend for specialist discussions
	11.1 JS to send PF details of suitable person from RCAHM

11.2 PF to invite

	3
	Minutes of last meeting
	These were accepted as a true record
	3.1 All to notify PF of any corrections to the minutes of this meeting by 2 October

	4
	Planning Bill
	 So far Wales Environment Link had been consulted on planning indicators.

The aim is for the Planning Bill to be the third bill in the sequence which creates the SEB and includes the Sustainable Development Bill.  The group noted the recent BBC news story alleging that economic considerations were to be given primacy in Welsh planning decisions.

Key issues the group wished to see considered in the drafting of the Planning Bill are:

* Preventing developers from destroying natural interest before applying for planning permission;

* Preventing Local Development Plans carrying forward sites for development which had not been re-assessed for their conservation interest;

* Strengthening the requirement in TAN 5 which requires development to positively contribute to biodiversity; and

* Assessing planning applications on the basis of their effect on the delivery of ecosystem services.
	4.1 SJ to circulate WEL response

4.2 PF to re- circulate link to Planning Bill timetable (done 11/9/12) 

4.3 PF to draft response to the call for evidence for circulation and confirmation at the next meeting.

	5
	WBP Academic Seminar
	The following research needs were identified:
· Surveys of urban biodiversity;

· Valuing ecosystem services in urban areas;

· Assessing differences in perceptions of urban green spaces between generations;

· Archaeology on urban green spaces;

· Guidance on ecological remediation/restoration;

· Surveying for under-recorded species;

· Ecology of urban habitats;

· Guidance on managing urban habitats;

· Investigating the robustness and effectiveness of Tree Preservation Orders;

· Guidance on the preparation of urban tree strategies;

· Protecting urban trees;

· Guidance on the selection of urban tree species;

· The costs and effects of planting inappropriate tree species in urban areas;

DF reported that the Forestry Commission were due to release the results of a project to map tree canopy cover in 40 urban centres in Wales, and would report at the end of September on all Welsh urban areas.  Preliminary results suggest an increase in cover, but this may be an artefact of previous methodologies.  Canopy cover in Wales is estimated at 15% against a UK average of 8%.
FC are also due to conduct research on local authority tree provision.
	

	6
	WBP Conference
	EM, CD and SJ reported that they would attend.  CD will make a presentation and run a question and answer session.
	

	7
	SINC Criteria
	It was noted that the WBP SINC guidelines:

· were produced in 2008 and were becoming outdated;
· concentrated on re-vegetated areas containing “native” flora and archaeophytes;

· were popular because they could be customised for local circumstances; 

· used LBAP local criteria; and 

· were generally felt to work well.

The group felt the guidelines needed to include the OMHoPDL definition.

EM noted that Gwynded were surveying 2 sites for invertebrates  to ground-truth OMHoPDL site selection.
	7.1. CD to circulate suggested text for including OMHoPDL definition in the SINC guidelines for the Group to ratify at the next meeting.

	8
	Research needs and evidence gaps
	This item was rolled-into item 5 above.
	


	9
	Policies
	The group decided that they needed to review all policies and legislation which affected urban ecosystems before deciding which ones to work on in detail.

	9.1  PF to circulate details of all policies identified by this group as potentially relevant.

9.2 All to send PF details of relevant policies not contained in the list in 4.5 above

	10
	Actions from last meeting


	Actions from the previous meeting were covered under other items on the agenda.
	

	12
	AOB

	Ecosystem Resilience and Diversity Fund – developing high quality bids for future rounds: CD suggested that Buglife would be interested in submitting a bid for developing demonstration biodiverse roofs.
WBP website: it was noted that up to date minutes from this group need to be posted on this site.  The group felt that the website should also feature a list of research needs and actions required by WBP members for urban ecosystems.
	12.1 DT, PF to provide CD with contacts relating to existing brownfield roofs.
12.2 RS to provide CD with contact details for Llandarcy

12.3 PF to contact Sean McHugh at WBP to ensure up to date minutes of this group are available from the website, and discover if this group’s research needs and action requests can be featured.

	13
	Confirm actions from this meeting
	 Actions arising from this meeting were briefly reviewed.
	

	14
	Venue & Date of next meeting
	Between 10:30 and 13:00 on 16 January 2013 by video conference between CCW’s Bangor (Maes y Ffynnon), Aberystwyth and Cardiff Bay Offices. (NB this was later postponed until 4 March 2013) 
	





