Minutes of the Wales Urban Ecosystem Group meeting

17 July 2012 from 10.30 to 13.30
 via video conference at CCW Offices Bangor and Cardiff Bay
Present: Bangor: Pete Frost (Chair) (PF), David Thorpe (DT), Jan Sherry (JS), Liz Howe (LH) , 
Cardiff:  Clare Dinham (CD), Sarah Henshall (SH) V/C

Apologies: Steve Chambers, Emily Meilleur, Becky Sharp, Margaret Underwood, Steve Williams, Nigel Ajax Lewis, Lorraine Frater, Sorrel Jones
	Item
	Title
	 Activity
	Action number

	1
	Introductions and Welcome


	
	

	2
	Apologies and submissions for AOB
	AOB items were accepted on:
Sand Quarries research project

WREN funding

Green Roofs

Talacre Shore Tip

After use of brownfield land
	

	3
	Minutes of last meeting
	
	2.1 All to notify PF of any corrections to the minutes of the last meeting by 27 July

	4
	Buglife Stepping Stones for Wildlife Project
	 SH and CD delivered a presentation on the WREN-funded Stepping Stones for Wildlife project and the work of Buglife.
	4.1 CD to add notes to presentation and send to PF

4.2 PF to make presentation available over the internet.

4.3 LH to send contact details of entomologists who might be of assistance to CD

	5
	Ecosystem Resilience and Diversity Fund
	PF and DT reported that 6 applications for ERD Fund grants had been referred via this group of which two had been successful: The Upper Llynfi Eco-connectivity project and the Taff Trail Ecological Connectivity project.  Further details of the successful projects can be provided on request.
	5.1 All to contact potential applicants to encourage them to prepare applications for “urban” projects in advance of the fund being made available next year.

5.2 PF to send CD the application forms for this year for information. (Done)

	6
	Mapping Urban Habitats project
	PF reported that CCW had been able to contribute £10k to extend the DEFRA research project to define and map Open Mosaic Habitats on Previously Developed Land to Wales.  This would pay for a desk-top assessment using existing data, plus surveys on five sites to help refine the mapping methodology.  The sites selected for ground-truthing will probably be selected from candidates identified during the Gwent Baseline Brownfield Survey.
CD noted that sites in the Stepping Stones project could add to the ground-truthing process and the data on all the sites could be contributed to the proposed UK database.
	6.1 JS and CD to conduct site visit on coal spoil sites in Stepping Stones project area in 2013.
6.2 PF to add a workplan item on assessing if any substrates had been missed by the DEFRA methodology. (done 19/7/12)

	7
	Single Environment Body and NEF
	Very little further information was available on the SEB and NEF.  It was noted that this group’s responses to the consultations had been acknowledged and could be expected to have an impact given the interests of the current Environment Minister.  LH was due to meet with David Parker (CCW Director Evidence and Advice) and Martin Cox to discuss the next steps for the NEF C3 ecosystem papers.

It was agreed to invite EA and FC staff with particular interest in urban issues to a subsequent meeting of this group if the proposed pre-SEB meeting of urban staff did not happen as planned.
	7.1 PF to prepare to invite EA and FC staff with an interest in urban issues to a meeting of this group.

	8
	Research needs and evidence gaps
	PF outlined the (long term) plans by the Ordnance Survey to add typology information to MasterMap polygons representing green space in urban areas.  Greenspace Scotland are leading negotiations.
It was noted that the current “urban” GIS layer used by WG appeared to have serious anomalies.

It was agreed that the provision of an agreed, accurate and appropriate GIS layer showing urban areas in Wales was required.

This group had produced a rationale for managing brownfield sites as individual sites and as populations.  However, there was no evidence-based, authoritative guide to the subject covering the issues of: how to manage individual sites; how to decide if individual sites should be managed; and how to ensure a succession of site in the wider landscape.


	8.1 LH and JS to review and comment on the WG “urban” GIS layer.

8.2 If LH and JS report that the WG urban GIS layer is unfit for purpose the PF to add the need for an urban layer to this group’s research needs.

8.3 PF to set out the need for brownfield site management guidance in time to submit to the WBP Research Reps meeting.

8.4 PF to draft a specification for research into brownfield site management guidance.


	9
	Policies
	Policies and legislation which needed creating or amending were reviewed.  It was noted that this group should feed into the new planning bill.
With a few exceptions (see actions) all proposed policy and legislative changes were still outstanding and should remain on the WBP list.


	9.1 PF to check if WG have written to chief planning officers re OMH and inappropriate restoration of brownfield sites to agriculture.
9.2 PF to add item on planning bill to this group’s workplan. (done 19/7/2012 see timeline at
http://new.wales.gov.uk/topics/planning/planningresearch/planningreview/billtimeline/?lang=en
9.3 PF to brief John Hamer on the need to ensure SEB does not pursue a policy of advocating inappropriate restoration of brownfield land. (done 19/7/12)
                               

	10
	AOB
	Sand Quarries research project: 

LH reported that CCW was funding an invertebrate survey of sand quarry sites in north east Wales with the aim of informing appropriate management and restoration.

WREN funding

JS reported that Wales was under-represented in bids to WREN and that the fund will close for applications from 2014, although funded projects could be planned to finish up to five years later.  The panel appear to like innovative applications such as the Stepping Stones project.

Green Roofs

CD reported that Buglife had surveyed invertebrates on 6 London roofs and had produced a guide to biodiverse green roofs (previously circulated by PF).

Talacre Shore Tip

DT reported that a proposal had just been submitted to use the Talacre shore tip as fill for a new port development associated with wind farm developments.  In combination this would destroy the SSSI and damage the SAC and Ramsar sites.

After use of brownfield land
It was noted that brownfield land is still subject to inappropriate development and after use.
	 10.1 LH to circulate report on sand quarry survey.
10.2 JS to prepare briefing on WREN and PF to circulate

10.3 CD/SH to send PF London green roof report for circulation to this group.

10.4 CD/SH to prepare to submit a bid to the Ecosystem Resilience and Diversity Fund for a green roof project in Wales

10.5 PF to arrange a site visit for this group to the Aberystwyth river shingle roof.

10.6 PF to add a workplan item on preparing a statement on green roofs.  (done 19/7/12)
10.7 DT to contact CCW regional team urgently re Talacre Shoreline Tip

10.8 PF to alert CCW HQ planners to the threat to Talacre Shoreline Tip (completed 17/7/12)

10.9 LH and JS to compile a list of brownfield sites whose biological interest has been damaged by inappropriate after use.

10.10 DT to ask EA external funding unit to map the funds available for conservation activities on brownfield and urban sites.

	11
	Actions from last meeting


	The following actions were noted as discharged:
4.1, 4.2, 5.1, 5.2, 5.3, 5.4, 5.5, 6.1, 7.1, 9.1, 9.2, 10.1, 10.2 10.3

6.3 and 6.4 were in progress and not due yet 
(Action 6.3 PF to talk to Gwynedd/Conwy/ LBAP groups

Action 6.4 PF to speak at local LBAP meetings and at the next N Wales LBAP group.)
7.2 Carried forward
(Action 7.2 PF Send details on how to manage updates from Linkedin.)

7.3 Ongoing

(Action 7.3 CCW members look on the intranet pages and advise PF on any articles to be circulated round the group)

 8.1 Should form an agenda item

Action  8.1 JS to send PF a form of words on the planning loophole which allows a site to be cleared prior to planning permission.

10.2 had been completed but Dafydd Fryer had not yet been nominated to this group

10.4 It was felt too difficult to get sufficient members to a formal meeting at Rhydymwyn and it was decided to hold a field trip there instead.
	11.1 PF to ask Tracey Lovering for the date of the next N Wales LBAP meeting  (done 19/7/12)
11.2 Following JS report PF to add an agenda item for the next meeting on the planning loophole which allows a site to be cleared prior to planning permission.

11.3 PF to ask Chris Tucker (FC) to confirm Dafydd Fryer’s nomination to join this group. (Done 19/7/12)
11.4 DT to arrange an official, but informal field trip to Rhydymwyn.



	12
	Venue & Date of next meeting
	
	12.1 PF to seek a date and venue for the next meeting. (done 19/7/12)





